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Presidents Corner;  We are off to another fun filled year in Illowa land.  Remember stats and articles are due by the 28th of each month unless other wise specified.  A reminder that games played at secondary positions are to be listed each month.  If a player is unlimited at two or more positions you only need not list them,  olny the positions that are limited.  Lets make this a penality free year and our best year ever.
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IAL 2004 DRAFT REVIEW

1) AURORA GAMBLERS – Brandon Webb P: Todd needed to do something drastic to rebuild his pitching staff after trading Ace Kevin Brown.  He pulled off a blockbuster with the rebuilding Molly Putts Rocket Fire.  Then Mr. Ventresca pulled no punches when he selected Brandon Webb.  There hasn’t been a rookie hurler to burst onto the scene this big in quite a while.  Webb pitches inside, strikeout batters, what’s not to like?  This kid is the real deal!

2) CHICAGO CHAMPIONS – Miguel Cabrera OF: The Champions decided rebuilding was in order after being bounced from the playoffs in the 1st round.  Offense has been lacking, which is uncharacteristic when you look at Champion teams of years gone by.  Cabrera is raw, but has all kinds of talent!  Miguel will be one of the best pure hitters in this league for years to come.  I’d compare him to Mags, but with more power & less speed.

3) AURORA GAMBLERS – Dontrelle Willis P: Aurora doesn’t know how to do anything half way and their rebuilding of a pitching staff is no exception.  Dontrelle is a throw back.  He’s very flashy on the mound, but that doesn’t take away from his ability.  Willis is a funky lefty that likes to have fun on the mound.  This southpaw is destined to become a fan favorite.

4) CHICAGO HIGHLANDERS – Rafael Soriano P*: Soriano is as dominant as they come out of the pen.  When Jorge Julio experienced arm trouble in winter ball, the Highlanders shipped him off to the Upperdeckers and replaced him with this flamethrower.  He looks even better than Julio.  There has even been some talk of moving him to the rotation in the future (following Pedro’s footsteps), but for now he just might be what’s needed to put this team over the top.  

5) GREEN ROCK BOMBERS – Jerome Williams P: This is where at least three IAL teams got screwed up.  Two stubborn managers locked horns and refused to do the right thing and as a result everybody lost out.  First off let me acknowledge that Jerome Williams is a horse and should fit in nicely on a staff that already has Livan, Carlos, & Sidney, as heavyweights in the rotation.  Williams throws a heavy ball, ala Rick Reuschel.  But Mike should have jumped at the offer of Damaso Marte for this pick, not that Marte is better than Williams, but because the Bombers needed a closer.  Then the Champions should have humbly accepted the counter offer of this pick & Marquis for Marte & a #5DC.  This would have gotten the Champions Teixeira, the Bamm Beanos Williams, & the Bombers Marte.

6) RISING BAMM BEANOS – Mark Teixeira 1B: Last year the Bamm Beanos were praised for selecting Josh Phelps with this very pick.  I still believe in Phelps, which makes the selection of Teixeira all that much more puzzling.  Mark is the 2nd best hitter in the draft, which ain’t bad at all.  He’s a big switch hitting power hitter with a huge upside, just would have thought a quality starting pitcher should have been taken here, even if Williams was gone. 

7) MOLLY PUTTS ROCKETFIRE – Jose Reyes SS: I had Jose ranked as the 3rd best position player available, so it shouldn’t have shocked me that he was taken here. When I saw this kid in person at Shea over the summer I knew he was something special.  This is an excellent pick!  Reyes is slated to move to 2B, should develop into a Robby Alomar type, and will be an All Star year in and year out.

8) COLONA UPPERDECKERS – Frankie Rodriguez P*: Already dubbed KROD, it’s no surprise that Mark should snatch up a hard throwing reliever.  The only question was whether Don would be able to resist the temptation of selecting the Halo Hurler.  KROD is just a kid, but only one word describes him, NASTY!

9) CHICAGO CHAMPIONS – Alex Cintron SS: AC is a pure hitter.  The last pure hitting SS the Champions picked was Julio Lugo, not so long ago.  Still Alex seems to be better than Lugo both in the field & at the plate.  It’s not that Cintron isn’t a good hitter it’s just that the Champions thought KROD, Teixeira, or Reyes would be there.  I guess we all read the same books.  It was a tough decision between AC and Berroa.  Cintron was picked for his versatility, even though Berroa looks to be the better all around SS.

10)  MOLLY PUTTS ROCKETFIRE – Rocco Baldelli OF: Don not only gets all the good players, he also gets all the cool names.  ROCCO BALDELLI fits right in there with Ichiro!  Besides his cool name Baldelli is a kid who can do it all.  Saying he’s Joe D might be a stretch, but he’s a good one.

11)  NORTHSIDE HITMEN – Angel Berroa SS: The rich get richer.  After winning four straight league championships the Hitmen select the best SS in the draft just when their phenomenal SS is moving to 3B.  Berroa can hit for power, steals bases, and should be a 9 more often than not.  Angel is a real steal!

12)  CHICAGO CHAMPIONS – Miguel Olivo C: Even though the Champions already have one of the best defensive catchers in the league, Olivo was a good pick.  Miguel has a cannon behind the plate, hits for power, and is a fast runner on the bases.  Olivo will be a 9 very soon!  Victor Martinez has a much better bat, but would have made it tight behind the plate and there is no question who’s better defensively.

13)  MOLLY PUTTS ROCKETFIRE – Hideki Matsui OF: I liked him when he was a blocking back for Payton and I like him now.  Don was a little light in the OF going into the draft, but not anymore after taking Baldelli & Matsui.  Mr. Smith went back to the Japanese OF well and plucked out another good one.  Godzilla is a little older, but should add power to his game.  In all honesty I questioned whether Hideki would be drafted at all.  This is a deep draft with lots of outfielders better than Matsui.

14)  NORTHSIDE HITMEN – Oscar Villarreal P*: Chuck only had one pick but needed more than one thing and that’s where the brilliance of his trade with the Highlanders comes in.  Villarreal could be a starter in the future, but right now will be a quality setup man for Smoltz.  Oscar appeared in the most games ever by a hurler from Mexico, passing the mark set by Enrique Romo (remember him, Don?).  Besides his grade, Villarreal is a quality pitcher.

15)  MOLLY PUTTS ROCKETFIRE – Jose Contreras P: Speaking of Don, because of his wheeling dealing he had the next three picks.  Although Contreras is ten years older than Villarreal, this Cuban is solid.  George is paying this nasty hombre lots of lettuce to pitch in the Bronx and he should be in the Rocket*Fire rotation for the next five years.

16)  MOLLY PUTTS ROCKETFIRE – Rich Harden P: All the books had this kid up at the top of the list.  #1 he’s in the A’s rotation and that makes him good right there.  Call me nuts, but I’m not a fan.  I think Harden will have arm problems and a shorter career than Contreras.  

17)  MOLLY PUTTS ROCKETFIRE – Victor Martinez C: Martinez can flat out hit!  Victor may end up moving out from behind the plate if he doesn’t get better behind the dish.  He seems to have improved defensively, but it’s hard to tell in 40 games.

18)  CHICAGO CHAMPIONS – Julio Mateo P*: After having Jorge Julio turn up lame the Champs were forced to return him in exchange for Tony Clark, the Champs needed bullpen help.  Mateo will serve well as the setup man for Marte.  

19)  TWIN CITY THUNDERCHICKENS – Jose Valverde P*: Tom picked a quality closer in Valverde.  Jose is a little wild, but his strikeout pitch is devastating.  Possibly Ayala would have been a better selection for the contending T*Chix, but Valverde will be better in the long run.                          

20)  NORTHSIDE HITMEN – Chase Utley 2B: Last year I got all over CLUKE when he picked Hank Blalock.  And although I think Brandon Phillips & Antonio Perez would have been better picks I’m not gonna say nothing this year.  Way to go Chuck!  Nice pick!  Hey, who the heck is Chase Utley?

21)  GREEN ROCK BOMBERS – Luis Ayala P*: With the rotation the Bombers have all they needed was a closer.  After selecting Ayala they still need one.  Ayala came out of nowhere from the Mexican League.  He’s young, throws hard, and has good control.  Still it’s hard to picture him closing games for a playoff contender, especially when you look at the lack of pen depth on the Bombers.   

22)  RISING BAMM BEANOS – Juan Rincon P*: It’s puzzling to me how a team with such a weak rotation could continue to ignore this glaring need.  Bonderman, Gobble, Ramirez, or Seo would have been much better picks.  Although even though Rincon doesn’t have overpowering stuff he does get batters out.

23)  AURORA GAMBLERS – Josh Bard C: Josh did a nice job for the Tribe and although everyone is saying the catching job is Victor Martinez’ to lose, don’t count out Bard.  Todd needed Bard’s at bats to cover CJ, but don’t be surprised if this guy doesn’t kick around for a while.

24)  CHICAGO CHAMPIONS – Jeremy Bonderman P: The Champions traded away starting pitchers Kip Wells, Jon Garland, & Jake Peavy and needed a couple of replacements.  Jeremy has been compared to Bret Saberhagen, which would be okay in my book.  Bonderman throws strikes and eats up innings.  This young right-hander will get better with age.

25)  CHICAGO CHAMPIONS – Jimmy Gobble P: Here is the complement to Bonderman from the left side.  There were thoughts the Champs possibly should have taken Ramirez and Seo rather than Bonderman and Gobble, but I think the right pitchers were taken here.  Gobble has come out of nowhere and he has a cool name.  GOBBLE! GOBBLE! GOBBLE!

26)  GREEN ROCK BOMBERS – Robby Hammock C: Robby can hit, but has yet to establish a position in the field.  He is a good fit for the Bombers who needed a catcher and Jason Phillips would have left them tight behind the plate.  The Bombers already have Piazza and Gil as backstops, so there was no need to get anyone good here.     

27)  RISING BAMM BEANOS – Aquilino Lopez P*: HEY JOHN YA NEED A STARTER!!!  Was that subtle enough???  Ramirez and Seo were still available.  Maybe John didn’t see the pile with the starting pitchers in there.  Lopez had a nice year for the Jays, but lied about his age and will be 29 this year.

28)  MOLLY PUTTS ROCKETFIRE – Brad Lidge P*: Why has it taken this nasty boy so long to make it to the bigs?  One word, injuries!  Lidge slowed down after the All-Star game and I doubt will ever be carded again.  He’s an arm injury waiting to happen. 

29)  CHICAGO CHAMPIONS – Laynce Nix OF: Somehow the Champs always seem to fall for the lefty hitting OF with speed, good d, yadda yadda yadda.  This might be Rich Becker reincarnate.  Hopefully he’ll make Texas’ opening day roster.  Seriously though the Champs got rid of two really good outfielders and needed to replace them.  Somehow I don’t know if Cabrera & Nix can replace Griff Junior & Igor Gonzalez.  Only time will tell.

30)  TWIN CITY THUNDERCHICKENS – Jody Gerut OF: Jody might be the hardest working player in the draft.  Gerut is an overachiever, who is loved by his manager for his efforts.  Gerut also has a potent bat, decent glove, and some speed, although he is a little old for a rookie.

31)  MOLLY PUTTS ROCKETFIRE – Mark Hendrickson P: This kid is known for the longball, both when pitching and hitting.  Mark’s much more of a suspect than a prospect at this point.  Ramirez & Seo are much better pitching prospects at this point.  Maybe it would have been better to have taken one of them over Contreras, or both over Contreras & Harden, then this would have been a free pick.  Taking Hendrickson is pretty much a waste, unless you take into consideration he has control and can hit homers.

32)  AURORA GAMBLERS – Scott Podsednik OF: Here is another guy I never thought would be taken.  Podsednik is a hard worker, a hustler, and provides the team with an excellent leadoff man, however Tike Redman or Marlon Byrd might have been better choices at this point.

33)  CHICAGO CHAMPIONS – A.J. Burnett P: Nipple rings aside, this guy can pitch.  The only way he became available was because of an arm injury.  The Champs are so confident in his ability that they are willing to hold onto him uncarded.  Now why didn’t they do that with Halladay & Padilla?  Kinda like closing the barn door after the animals are running down the road.

34)  COLONA UPPERDECKERS – Marlon Byrd OF: Byrd is a little old for a rookie, but he is a good one.  Marlon should be a 3, steal bases, and hit for power.  He has more ability than Matsui, Gerut, & Podsednik.  If you need an outfielder Byrd is a good one, however there were some quality rookies that were not drafted.

A+ NORTHSIDE HITMEN: Berroa, Villarreal, & Utley – Angel Maria Berroa is the perfect fit for Chuck.  Villarreal pitches lots out of the pen and will be the perfect setup man this year.  I liked Blalock last year, just not for the Hitmen.  Utley might be a regular secondbaseman, but I can’t see it.

A AURORA GAMBLERS: Webb, Willis, Bard, & Podesednik – Webb & Willis are a perfect one-two punch at the head of the Gambler rotation.  Cutting down on the number of picks allowed Todd to get both of the pitchers he wanted.  I can only see Podsednik being a good leadoff man for two to three years, which ain’t all bad.

A CHICAGO CHAMPIONS: Cabrera, Cintron, Olivo, Mateo, Bonderman, Gobble, Nix, & Burnett – Miguel Cabrera was the best player taken in the draft, he can flat out PLAY!  Should have done whatever to have a shot at Teixeira.  AC can hit, but Berroa was the better choice.  Olivo will be the Champs starting catcher soon.  Mateo will be a solid setup man for the next 5 years.  Bonderman & Gobble don’t have the grades of Webb & Willis, but might over perform them.  Hopefully they’re better than Seo & Ramirez.  Nix is young and talented, needs to cut down his K’s.  Keeping Burnett was a no brainer!

A- CHICAGO HIGHLANDERS: Soriano – Rob selected just what he needed.  Last year I said Rob Moore wouldn’t need a closer anytime soon, barring injury.  And now one year later I’m grading the Highlanders with an A* for taking another A*.  He got just what he needed.

B+ COLONA UPPERDECKERS: Rodriguez & Byrd – KROD is a killer!  What an outstanding relief pitcher!  Byrd gives Marc a solid backup outfielder.

B TWIN CITY THUNDERCHICKENS: Valverde & Gerut – Valverde will be closing games for the T*Chix for years.  Gerut gives the T*Chix a power hitting outfielder off the bench.

C- MOLLY PUTTS ROCKETFIRE: Reyes, Baldelli, Matsui, Contreras, Harden, Martinez, Lidge, & Hendrickson – Reyes & Baldelli are outstanding ballplayers!  Although Martinez will be a good hitter and Contreras should be a solid starter for five year, the rest of Don’s draft didn’t impress me.  If Harden & Lidge stay healthy they will be good.  There’s no chance with Lidge.  Hendrickson’s a bum looking for a park bench. 

D- RISING BAMM BEANOS: Teixeira, Rincon, & Lopez – Teixeira is a BIGGER MONSTER than last year’s MONSTER Phelps.  Both Rincon & Lopez should have been passed for starting pitchers.  And it seems a waste to select Teixeira after picking Phelps last year, even though Teixeira is the real deal!

F GREEN ROCK BOMBERS: Williams, Ayala, & Hammock – Mike needed a bullpen and after the draft he still needed a bullpen.  Still Jerome is a horse!  Ayala will be good enough to blow saves this year and this is probably as good as it gets for him.  Hammock’s bat off the bench might help, but will never be more than a backup backstop.

Inc STATE STREET SLUGGERS: NO DRAFT PICKS 
OVERLOOKED ROOKIES

1) Hee Seop Choi 1B: Hee will get an opportunity to play every day in Florida.  Choi has all the tools, all he needs is a chance to play.

2) Horacio Ramirez P: It’s a big surprise this classy lefthander wasn’t taken.  Ramirez had a fine rookie year in Atlanta and will be a B more often than not.  This kid knows how to pitch.

3) Caladio Vargas P: Vargas has some big shoes to fill in Montreal, but from how he pitched in his rookie year Claudio shouldn’t have a problem.  He can be overpowering at times, just needs to harness that ability.

4) Tony Armas, Jr. P: Armas got off to a fine start last year before injuries shut him down.  This guy’s a big strong kid that should bounce back and become dominant.

5) Antonio Perez 2B: Antonio might not be a regular this year, but he played hurt and just enough to be eligible for the draft (125 at bats).  He’ll be a fine secondbaseman.

6) Tike Redman OF: It took Tike a little while to max the show, but he showed what he could do last year when he tore the cover off the ball.

7) Mike MacDougal P*: MacDougal made the MLB All Star Game.  You can’t do better than that.  Yet he was overlooked when all those relievers were selected, go figure.

8) Brandon Phillips 2B: Talent wise this kid can play.  Phillips can do it all, but sometimes his ego & lack of a good work ethic get in the way.

9) Juan Rivera OF: Juan might get a chance to start in Montreal.  He has a good arm and can hit for power.  Rivera should hit 30+ long balls playing every day.

10) Jon Lieber P: Jon was one of the best pitchers in the game before injuries shut him down.  Still BIG George signed him, which is good enough for me.  Lieber has pinpoint control.  He might have 4 good years in his surgically rebuilt arm.

CHAMPS LOSE IN PLAYOFFS

Well another year is in the books and there is not another ring on the finger of Manager Mallasch.  Actually all the fingers are occupied, but maybe a Championship Nose Ring or Nipple Ring would be nice.  The Lord of the Rings has changed addresses from Crackerjack Park to Northside Stadium.  In the olden days the Chicago Champions won Championships with great regularity, but never has there been a streak like the Hitmen have been on.  

The Chicago Champions went down meekly (losing three straight) after winning a 12 inning thriller in game #1 of the opening round of the playoffs against the Upperdeckers.  All season long the Champs had trouble putting runs on the scoreboard and the playoffs versus the Upperdeckers was no exception.

Congratulations are in order for Mr. Lucas.  Chuck has managed the Hitmen to four straight League Championships.  Every year Chuck seems to retool his team with just what the doctor ordered.  This off-season was no exception.  With the anticipation of AROD moving to 3B the Hitmen picked up the best SS in the rookie draft Angel Berroa.  The draft coverage will be reported in its entirety in another story.

The real question has to be “What has happened to the Champions Dynasty?”  You really don’t have to look too deep for the answer.  There have been many bad trades, poor draft choices, and good rookies not kept.  Roy Halladay & Vicente Padilla were both highly regarded rookie hurlers, but were not protected before the bloomed big time!  In a couple of trades with the Sluggers Juan Gonzalez was chosen rather than Jim Edmonds and Brad Ausums was sent packing while Bent Santiago was kept.  Then Santiago went down and the Champs quest for a catcher began.  The Thunderchickens were shopping Todd Hundley and a deal was almost completed with Aurora, but the Champs swooped in & stole Hundley.  Todd suffered through some injuries and was sent to the Gamblers a few years later.  Then the Champs tried drafting Ben Petrick (who turned out to be a bust) and Julio Lugo, a good hitting SS (who knew his best hitting would be at the expense of his wife).  Lugo was tried after Tony Batista was moved to 3B after consuming too many tacos.  The Champions got Masato Yoshii from the Highlanders for Reggie Sanders.  Yoshii turned out to be a bum, while Sanders has been a steady power source for Mr. Moore.  Then Mr. Moore traded Mike Cameron to the now OF deprived Champions for Ugeth Urbina.  Of course Urbina turned into a dominant closer, while Cameron’s strikeouts have added much silver to Manager Mallasch’s head.  Another mistake was made when the Champs traded Magglio Ordonez & Mike Sweeney to the Gamblers for the aging and oft injured Ken Griffey, Jr. and Lance Berkman.  While Berkman has gone on to become a Champion mainstay, Junior was discarded this off season.

So now “How can the Champions rebound?”  The Champs have gone back to the well that hasn’t been kind of late, that being the trade.  The only consistency of late has been the play of Jeff Bagwell, Bret Boone, & Greg Maddux.  All three have been lifetime Champions and have performed magnificently throughout their careers.  There have also been a couple of youngsters added to the mix that are expected to stay right here, namely Lance Berkman & Mark Buehrle.

Some big trades were necessary for this team to retool.  The biggest trade was with the Sluggers where the Champs picked up five draft choices & A.J. Burnett, but had to give up two starting pitchers Kip Wells & Jon Garland, two relievers Mike Koplove & Scott Sullivan, and Ken Griffey, Jr.  The promising right handed starting pitcher Jake Peavy was traded to the Northside for solid thirdbaseman Mike Lowell.  Then the Champs closer Kim was swapped along with Juan Gonzalez to the Thunderchickens for Jarrod Washburn & a draft choice.  The Champs sent the ever-popular Tony Batista to the Upperdeckers for closer Jorge Julio.  Julio failed his physical and was returned to Colona in exchanged for Tony Clark, so in effect it was Batista for Clark.

The draft is where the real story of the Champions rebuilding took place.  Going into the draft it was expected the Champions wouldn’t have a shot at the best player in the draft Miguel Cabrera.  Cabrera however fell into our laps after a last minute deal between the Gamblers and the Rocket Fire.  The breakdown occurred moments later when given a shot to get Mark Teixeira the Champs said no thanks.  It was reported the Champs offered Damaso Marte for the Teixeira’s rites, however the Champs balked when asked to throw in another draft choice.  No matter what the deal was, when given an opportunity to get a player of Teixeira’s ability one should jump on it.  Still it was a good draft.  Miguel Cabrera is the REAL DEAL and should help Champion fans finally forget about Magglio Ordonez.

Another Champion brain freeze occurred when the Champs forgot about the fact that the Rocket Fire got the Gamblers first round pick.  Before you knew it Jose Reyes was a member of Molly Putts.  So with our 2nd first round draft choice we picked up SS Alex Cintron.  AC is a very good offensive player who can hold his own in the field.  It’s undetermined whether Alex’ future will be at 2B or SS and a lot will depend on whether JROL will be able to hit enough to retain his everyday job.  Miguel Olivo was drafted in round #2; he has a great arm behind the plate, speed, and should improve offensively.  Next the Champs picked up a solid relief pitcher in Julio Mateo in the third round.  Round #4 saw the Champs select a right handed and left handed starter in Jeremy Bonderman and Jimmy Gobble.  Outfielder Laynce Nix was drafted in round five.

Of course with any draft, the jury is still out.  This year will be a long one, as rebuilding years always are hard on the fans.  However sometimes you’ve got to take one step back before you can take two steps forward.            

Ahh… Winning!

As we left the Chicago area after the draft weekend, we thought back to a conversation I had with Champion manager Tedd Mallasch sometime around the New Year.  He opined that the T-Chix might not have what it takes to make it in 2004.  THAT was before we made our deals.  In a period of about a week, we made a series of trades that decidedly improved our team.

We traded beloved Jamie Moyer and Juan Acevedo for Freddy Garcia and stopper Joe Borowski.  We will miss Moyer and his B this year but Garcia is 12 years younger and Joe Bo gives us a ninth inning save man we desperately needed.

In one of toughest trade I made this year, we traded sophomore outfielder Brad Wilkerson and our 2nd pick for Hideo Nomo and catcher Einar Diaz.  I like Wilkerson and think he’ll go far.  Getting Nomo will help us this year and Diaz will provide necessary backup at catcher.

We acquired first baseman Travis Lee and reliever Ricky Stone from the Sluggers for centerfielder Kenny Lofton and reliever Tim Spooneybarger.  Lofton is aging and Lee is just what the T-chix needed to boost our defense.  Stone will help our weakest area, the bullpen.

After leaking out that we were interested in trading our first draft pick, I got a call that night from my buddy, Todd V.  He made me an offer I couldn’t refuse.  Kevin Brown (an A starter), Craig Wilson and Jose Silva for my #1, Grudzielanek, and Tino Martinez.  Well, Grudz and Tino were not big players in my plans for 2004 so I couldn’t refuse.  Two years down the road I may wish for that #1 pick back (does anyone remember Jeter for Greer?) but this will definitely help me this year.

Craig Wilson didn’t stay a T-chick very long.  Alex Gonzalez didn’t have a place on the Bamm! Beanos squad and they needed some games at catcher, so we swapped them.  Alex provides backup for Jose Valentin and some insurance in case he goes south in the years to come.

In a surprise move, we made a deal with the Champions which will help us greatly in 2004.  Whether it will help us in future years has yet to be determined.  We acquired Juan “Halftime” Gonzalez and his monster card and starter-reliever Byung Hyun Kim for Jarrod Washburn and our 4th pick.  Gonzalez is the kind of player that makes me look forward to resting my outfielders because I know he’s the one replacing them :)  Kim is the final coup-de-tat for my bullpen which ironically was a weak area going into the off-season.  

Needless to say, Tedd was singing a different tune when all was said and done …

What a difference an off-season makes.  We came out of the weekend winning 20 and losing 10.  Here’s how it broke down:

Champs
5-1

Gamblers
3-3

Highlanders
5-1

Sluggers
3-3

Hitmen

4-2

Not surprisingly, Albert Pujols was our big producer.  What WAS surprising was that he didn’t do it with the big stick.  He didn’t hit a homer until game 9.  He hit 8 homeruns overall and if you take away games 15 and 16 when he 2 each, he only hit four.  What he did do was hit and drive in runs.  Through 30 games, he is hitting .393 with 31 RBI.  He also has 27 runs and 15 doubles.

Jason Varitek is the big bopper hitting behind Pujols.  He has 9 homeruns leading the team.  Most of those are from a ‘5’ with a runner on base.  He has 24 rbis as well.

Leadoff man Corey Koskie is getting off to a good start.  He’s batting .303 with 19 walks and a .426 OBP.  

On the pitching side of things, Kevin Brown (3-2, 3.83), Kirk Rueter (3-1, 3.09, 1 shu) and John Lackey (4-2, 4.50, 1 shu) are beginning the season well.  However the reason we are winning is our bullpen.  Joe Borowski (2-0, 2.31, 7 sv), Byung Hyun Kim (3-0, 1.71), and Ricky Stone (1-0, 2.57) are keeping the games close.  

Our 2:1 win ratio can’t continue forever but it’s a nice way to start the season.  We next face the Bamm! Beanos who are looking for payback for last year when we knocked them out of the playoffs.

Here are my 2004 IAL predictions such as they are.  It’s tough because so many teams are so good and have a chance to make it.  Good luck to everyone!!

Tom

	2004 IAL Predictions

	1.
	Northside Hitmen
	92-70
	Best hitting team ever.  Bonds, Arod, Manny, Lopez, the list goes on. Winning attitude on this team just doesn’t go away.

	2.
	Chicago Highlanders
	88-74
	Good all-around team.  This team has it all.  Good lineup, Great starting pitching.  BEST bullpen in league.  Could take it all.

	3.
	Green Rock Bombers
	85-77
	Prior and Co make for a superior starting staff.  Hitting good but must bat a couple weak spots esp when Piazza rests.  Bullpen suspect.

	4.
	State Street Sluggers
	83-79
	This may their year.  Their pitching has finally come full circle.  Their lineup with Thomas, Mueller, and Wilson lives up to their team name. Frank wants to retire with another WS ring.

	5.
	Colona Upperdeckers
	82-80
	STRONG starting staff headed by Zito, Mussina and Co. Decent hitting but must carry some weak hitters too. 

	6.
	Twin City Thunderchickens
	82-80
	Sentimental favorite.  Good hitting up and down the lineup.  Solid pitching especially bullpen. Could sneak in playoffs especially after good start.

	7.
	Aurora Gamblers
	77-85
	Can late draft rush make a difference?  Pitching may hurt in the end.  Todd only knows winning though and is a tough competitor.

	8.
	Rising Road Bamm! Beanos
	75-87
	Some good sticks but some weak spots too.  Pitching not enough to carry this team this year.  Wait ‘til Teixeira develops!

	T9.
	Chicago Champions
	73-89
	Champions? Not this year.  An admitted rebuilding project for manager Mallasch.  Eight rookies on this team show this team is to be watched in the future.

	T9.
	Molly Putts Rocket Fire
	73-89
	The R-F have mostly graded pitching so they should win a few.  Unfortunately, it’s mostly grade C so they will hope their hitting can carry them.  A young team that will compete in a year or so.


Bamm Beano’s  Predictions

North Side Hitmen

Made the most out of their limited picks.  Berroa takes care of SS for 05 and Villarreal shores up their bullpen this year.  This may be the last year of their dynasty.  They will be in the playoffs, no question.  Bonds and Lopez has to be the greatest 1-2 punch in Illowa history.  Is this the toughest line-up in Illowa history?  Pitching is adequate for this year should be able to out-slug their pitching weakness.

Green Rock Bombers

The Bombers almost pulled it off last year.  They’re in the play-offs this year-no question.  There are some holes in the defense, but this team will hit-hit-hit.

They really need an ‘A’ stopper.  They missed their chance and its going to cost them in the play-offs.

Twin Cities Thunderchickens

The Chixs are a solid team with excellent team defense.  Built around future MVP Albert Pujols.  After Pujols this is a different hero every day team.  No super studs but tough players that will hurt you.  Oh, in case you forgot, we get to face 327 Igor Abs.  The real key to this team is pitching and defense.  If they have the lead you’re going to see all A & B pitching.  

Colona Upperdeckers

Solid line-up, Helton has an MVP card.  Some weakness in the OF.  Defense only average- Can field 1 as a team with a triple 3 outfield.  Doesn’t have the big time closer, yet.  Needs more control.  Will suffer too many WW-HR.  F Rodriguez will serve this team well ,  Now and in the future.

Chicago Highlanders

A very good hitting, excellent fielding team.  This team is on the bubble, and could make the play-offs.  Needs one more B starter to make the play-offs for sure.  Should be able to bag most late inning leads with 3 A’s in the pen. Team will run hot and cold from series to series.

State Street Sluggers

This is another team on the bubble, very close to making the play-offs.  Needs to be a little tighter on defense.  Team lacks everyday super stud or A starter could suffer a few long losing streaks.  The Sluggers have very good pitching,  expect to see a lot of A-B innings in close games.

Rising Bamm! Beano’s

The Bamm Beano’s are in a rebuilding year.  This team will be pesky on contenders this year, but no better than a middle of the pack team.  A big year for Teixeira and Phelps could open up trade talks involving Phelps for a good young starter.  Pitching staff getting old.  This will be the make or break year for Fossum and the Duck.  Will need miracle season from Moyer, Ortiz , Mulder and the entire relief corp to be a contender in 05.

Aurora Gamblers

The Gamblers are getting too old in the field.  They need a big stick to protect Ordonez.  Pitching staff is young and solid.  There were just too many holes in the dike to get them all patched for this year.  

Chicago Champions

The Champs decided to clean house in search for the fountain of youth.  Bagwell, Boone and Maddux are getting a little long in the tooth, not much left.  Major additions in the draft (Cabrera, AJ Burnett, Cintron) will help get this team back to the play-offs.  They need one more good year from Bagwell, Boone and Maddux to be in the 05 race.

M.P. Rocket-Fire

The Rocket-Fire made some excellent draft picks in Baldelli, Reyes and V Martinez.  Will Matsui crank up the power or is he only a 20 homer man?  Glaus will need to make a come back to put this team in contention for 05.  Little Matsui may be a good fit next year.  A Guerrero trade would net some much needed pitching.  Pitching is suspect, may be too many holes to plug to get back in the race in 05.  The Fire will be back in 06 for sure.

The 04 Illowa Season final Standings

North Side Hitmen  

92-70

Green Rock Bombers

90-72

Twin Cities ThunderChix
89-73

Colona Upperdeckers

87-75

Chicago Highlanders

82-80

State Street Sluggers

78-84

Rising Bamm! Beano’s

75-89

Aurora Gamblers

73-89

Chicago Champions

73-89

M.P. Rocket-Fire

71-89

MVP

Albert Pujols

Cy Young
Tim Hudson

Fireman
Villarreal

ROY

Villarreal

Manager of the Year

Tom Nelshoppen

M P ROCKET-FIRE FOR MARCH:

M P Rocket-Fire pre-season maneuvers wee as follows: 

Draft: By the beginning of the draft, I had Picks Number 7, 10, 13, 15, 16, 17, 28, and 31…The first 6 players drafted, in order, were Webb (Todd), Cabrera (Tedd), Willis (Todd), Soriano (the reliever, Rob), Williams (MOB) and Teixeira (John). That close to Teixeira at #7.

I took Jose Reyes of the Mets.

The next 2 to go were Francisco Rodriguez (Marcus) and Cintron (Tedd).

I took Rocco Baldelli, Lou Piniella's boy.

The next two to go were Berroa (Chuck) and Miguel Olivo (Tedd).

I took Hideki Matsui.

The next one to go was Villarreal (Chuck).

I had the next 3, and took Victor Martinez, Rich Harden and Jose Contreras.

With pick 28, I took Brad Lidge. With pick 31, I took a flier on Mark Hendrickson. I like BIG Pitchers. I needed D innings.

Further comments: I think taking Contreras and Harden (two really limited guys) on the same team wasn't wise for this year; maybe Juan Rincon instead of one of those guys...If Chuck hadn't taken Berroa, I would have had Berroa, Victor, Harden and Matsui as 13, 15, 16, 17. Berroa instead of Contreras, which would have made this an A+ Draft rather than, what? B+ maybe. If I had been sure Tedd wouldn’t have taken Baldelli at #12, I would have taken Berroa at #10, Baldelli at #13, then Matsui instead of Contreras. That would have been even better….When I took Reyes, I thought I would get either Berroa or Cintron with 13. Oh, well. Can't have everything...I now have drafted El Duque, Matsui, Ichiro and Contreras. I'd say that, of all the managers in Illowa, I'm the one who most trusts older foreign players who were STARS in their native countries…After I took both "short inning" Harden and Contreras, I couldn't figure out a way to cover my pitching innings AND get Chone Figgins. So the "pair of feet" had to go by the wayside. If I had taken K-Rod instead of Reyes, I would have taken Figgins instead of Lidge. If...If...If...If…There was one other thing I should have done...maybe it won't matter...I hope not.


Trades: My trades were (with the draft picks filled in): 
1) Rafael Furcal and Billy Koch for Ben Sheets and Juan Uribe.
2) Freddy Garcia and Joe Borowski for Jamie Moyer and Juan Acevedo. 
3) Jose Guillen for Victor Martinez.
4) Webb, Rodrigo and Acevedo for Jose Reyes, Jose Contreras and Brad Lidge.
5) Moyer, Plesac and Julian Tavarez for Hideki Matsui, Rich Harden and Mark Hendrickson. I like BIG Pitchers.

 
Roster: We now have one B starter (Contreras) and 6 C starters (Sheets, Radke, Hampton, Oliver, Jennings and Harden). One D (Mark Hendrickson. I like BIG Pitchers.). The Bullpen is Wagner and Lidge.

Players: 
C: Barrett, Ausmus and Martinez.
1B: Olerud and McGriff.
Mid-IF: Walker, Reyes, Clayton, Uribe.
3B: Glaus, Spiezio.
OF: Ichiro, Vladimir, Baldelli, Matsui, Burks.


            March Play: We went 12-18. Other than the 0-6 against Todd, we did OK. 3-3 vs. Rob, 3-3 vs. Tedd, 2-4 vs. Chuck's MONSTERS and 4-2 against Nick.

            APRIL: Our April series will be against the Upper-Deckers. I figure that if Furcal and Castillo out-play Reyes and Ichiro, Marc will win. If not, I think we’ll be OK. An exciting series seems to loom. 

NON-ILLOWA STUFF: The hockey game on Sunday of Draft Weekend and the following David Rovics Concert were continued highlights of my weekend. Tedd, Meghan and Julianne’s presence at these events added to my enjoyment. You have no idea how thankful I am that Tedd & I can squabble about D innings and other APBA-related subjects, then walk away immediately after each of us has had his say, and enjoy each others’ company. I credit Tedd for that more than DonS, by the way...Thanks for the concert idea, Tedd…Did you know that when I was 19,I went to a George Wallace rally at Wharton Field House in Moline in September, 1968? So this isn’t the first time that curiosity caused an “expansion of my horizons”…Spring training in Arizona for me starts tomorrow morning. Ten games in 8 days. YIPPEE…One other thing for one other guy; you know who you are: If The Fighting Illini played dePaul 10 times, the Blue Demons would win TWO. Maybe.  :--)

Good luck to all in April.

DonS.  
Upperdeckers

Congrats to Chuck on another World Series win.  We went 16-14 on the weekend.

Sluggers were up first on the schedule.  A Jones hit 4 homers, Hernandez hit 3, and Branyan had 2 pinch-hit homers.  We scored 42 runs to the Sluggers 20 for the series win 5-1.

Highlanders were next.  A Jones with 3 more homers, Castillo with a grand slam, Helton 3 homers, and Furcal leadoff two games in a row with a homer.  We split with the Highlanders and the games were back and forth.  We scored 30 runs and the Highlanders scored 44.

We also split with the Champions.  Bonderman faced 5 batters and gave up five runs with a A Jones grand slam.  A Jones hit 2 homers in the series to bring him to 9 homers in the first 18 games.  Gobble pitches no-hitter into bottom of the 7th, when Batista singles on a 9 when Gobble was only a B one inning of the game.

Up next was the slugging Hitmen.  I needed a calculator to add up his 53 runs.  Chuck reduced 4 of my starters in the series.  Neifi Perez hit 6 doubles.  We managed to win 2 games.  Chuck might have one of the best lineups ever.

We split with the Gamblers.  Ramon Hernandez hit 5 homers in the series.  Moss and Webb both shut us out.  

Every game this season is going to be very important.  It looks like there are about eight teams that should make the playoffs.  Every team has one or more A relievers but us and the Bombers, and this looks like one of our biggest weeknesses.  A Bw closer is not working.  A few bright spots are A Jones and Hernandez hitting a lot of homers.  A Jones hit 10 homers and 31 RBI for 30 games, when he only hit 36 homers all year for the Braves.  Ramon Hernandez is been very important in the games we have won.  He has hit 9 homers in only 18 games, and he only hit 21 for Oakland in 140 games.  See everyone in May.

BOMBER  Predictions For 2004


Tom suggested that all of us do predictions as we used to do.  A good suggestion.  I talked it over with the players and they said I should do one.  But they wanted me to put very high expectations on the Bombers for 2004.  So with that in mind here are the Bombers predictions.





  W
  L
 Pct
GB

 1. Northside Hitmen
           
105
57
.648
 –

 2. Green Rock Bombers
  93
69
.574
12

 3. Twin Cities Thunderchickens
  91
71
.562
14

 4. Chicago Highlanders

  87
75
.537
18

 4. Colona Upperdeckers
  87
75
.537
18

 6. State Street Sluggers
  82
80
.506
23

 7. Aurora Gamblers

  79
83
.488
26

 8. Rising Bamm Beano’s
  64
98
.395
41

 9. M. P. Rocket-Fire

  62     100
.383
43

10. Chicago Champions

  61     101
.377
44

Hitmen:  This team looks like it was taken from the 1930 set.  Best hitting possibly ever.  Great bullpen but weak starting rotation.  Offense should over come this only weak point.

Bombers  Best starting pitching in the league.  Very good hitting, but a very weak bullpen.  The big question is there enough hitting and starting pitching to overcome this weak bullpen?

T-Chicks:   Good starting pitching.  Good bullpen.  Good hitting.  This team has a very good balance of everything.  The only question is will they put it all together?

Highlanders:   This team has excellent defense.  Very good starting pitching and a very good bullpen.  The hitting is good.  The question is will they fit together and is there enough hitting?

Upperdeckers:  This team has excellent power.  Very good starting pitching.  Good bullpen.  The question with this team is there enough batting average and bullpen?

Sluggers:   Very good starting pitching.  Very good bullpen.  Average hitting.  The big question with the Sluggers is there enough hitting?  And of course the Nick jink.  Nick has the worse luck.

Gamblers:  This team does everthing good, but nothing outstanding.  It has O.K. starting.  A little weak bullpen.  The offense has on base percentage.  The question is does it have enough power and batting average?

Bamm Beano’s:   John has good hitting and bullpen.  But the starting pitch is bad and has no chance of getting better.  This is a team on a downward slide.

Rocket-Fire:   Don is rebuilding.  His offense lacks power.  Don made some good decisions in the draft picking up Reyes, and Baldelli, and Martinez.  But Matsui, Hindrickson, and Contreas were very poor picks.  So they broke even in the draft.  Should be better in the future if Don can make all his picks good ones.

Champions  Tedd completely dismanteled his team.  Yes they were getting very old (just like Tedd).  Tedd made some good picks to help for the future.  Cabrera was the best player drafted.  Olivo is nothing great but solid.  Mateo should be a quality B* for years.  Bonderman has good talent but can he over come playing in Detroit?  Nix shows good promise, we will have to wait and see.  Gobble was a waste.  A real turkey.  But one bad pick to go along with five good ones is a good start to rebuilding.  Should have addressed the aging Bagwell problem better.


I’m sure I will hear complaints and disagreements about these predictions and analysis but that is the way I see it.

Later


Mike

Highlanders Start Off Slow Against Iowa Division

Recap

The Highlanders came into the 2004 draft looking to solidify a team that looked ready to compete for a playoff slot, with an improving offense, and solid starting pitching.  The bullpen needed addressing, but all coverage issues were fixed come draft day.

In the first round, we picked up Rafael Soriano, who we hope will evolve into a solid starting pitcher after some seasoning in the bullpen.  We went out and got Shigetoshi Hasegawa back (again!) to round out what looks to be an extremely tough bullpen (A&CXYZ, A&CZ, AX, BY, CXW).

The offense was going to have to rely on the improvement of Vernon Wells and Marcus Giles to offset the aging of Rafael Palmeiro and an off-year by Edgardo Alfonzo.  

We started off against the Rocket-Fire, who are always tough, though they look to be in a down year this year.  Our offense was still asleep, though, as we hit only .143 on the series!  Somehow, our pitching came through, and we split the series.  Tim Hudson started what turned out to be a trend, pitching two strong games but losing both.

Next up, the Upperdeckers.  Things started poorly as we lost the first two games, but the offense got going, to the tune of a .284 average and 43 runs.

The good feeling lasted a short time as both offense and pitching took vacations in the next two series, as the T-Chix took five of six, and the Bombers took four of six.  Both of those teams are good and will compete for the playoffs this year.

The Bamm-Beanos were up last.  The hitting stayed dormant, but the pitching staff threw allowed only 19 runs to power us to a 4-2 series victory, ending our weekend at 13-17.  We feel pretty good to be there, with a .212 batting average and a 4.94 ERA things could have been worse.

Star performers on offense were Miguel Tejada (.280 avg, 12 2b, 7 HR, 19 runs, 15 RBI) and Ivan Rodriguez (.284 avg, 11 2b).  Rafael Palmeiro and Gary Sheffield combined for only 5 HR and a .158 average.  When they come around the offense will run much more smoothly.

On the pitching mound, the bullpen was the strength it was expected to be with Ray King (no runs in 9.1 innings), Rafael Soriano (2.08 ERA) and Ugueth Urbina (1.50 ERA) leading the way.  Shiggy struggled a bit, but saved five games, though saves were picked up by every member of the bullpen, something we expect to see continue.  On the downside, Roger Clemens sports a 7.14 ERA, and Tim Hudson is 1-6, despite a respectable 4.41 ERA.

SLUGGER

STATEMENTS


I hate this &%$*@!* game.

11-19 says it all. The only good thing was that I rolled a 46 and hit a three-run homer. I’ll write more next month after I whoopup on some Champion butt…..til next time

Northside…March '04…

Recap of last season… The "boys" finished well in the regular season and opened against the perennial nemesis, the Aurora Gamblers. (AG on your schedule!) In a pulsating 5 game series, our lads prevailed in 5 hard fought tilts. Congrats to the Gamblers who closed hard during the regular season and showed their veteran mettle in the playoffs. 

On to the series where the up and comers…the Upper Deck shot artists were waiting. Although, I'd have to look it up, I wouldn't be surprised if we were actually outscored in the Series due to the Game 2 fiasco. The other 4 games went well for our side and the Hitmen captured the bacon in 5 games. (Maybe it should be captured the cheese since this was during Lent! Not to be confused with cutting the cheese of which there certainly was plenty of that on this weekend.) On to the draft!

But first, it's on to the official restaurant of the 2004 Illowa league convention-IHOP. The rules are simple here..a little baseball, a few insults and only waitresses named Kelly.

The draft…talked with Nelly and "he and John" wanted to know if maybe I wanted to swap down in picks. I said sure but when the clock was ticking that one went away. When the dust settled I picked one guy who's name I'm gonna have trouble spelling, that being Villarreal(?), one guy who's playing short for my favorite team's big rival, that being Berroa and KC and some dude who has a pretty good name for a stockbroker, Chaise Utley. I'll be keeping my fingers crossed. We also picked up Jose Cruz for Brian Jordan. Now, I sure love BJ, but I couldn't resist acquiring yet another one of Mikey's outfielders. (Weren't these the same guys that are routinely cursed out for the inefficiencies in past years by the Maestro Mike?) No matter, maybe the Hitmen secret potion will make JC come to life.

Well, we also played some games this wonderful weekend (40 in 40 hours approximately, still woefully short of the Ventresca family record.) We wound up 17-13. (I think) and methinks it will be another dogfight for the league. Enjoyed it gents and here's hoping I can count ab's this year.

Chuck

Aurora Gamblers

The Hitmen and Gamblers faced off once again in the post-season.  The Hitmen won game one easily.  The Gamblers came back and won game 2 in extra innings.  The Hitmen won easlily in game 3 but the Gamblers took another extra inning thriller to force a game 5.  Seven runs of off Pedro was a good start however rookie Damian Moss’ inability to find the plate led to 10 Hitmen runs and the win in game 5.  Congratulations to all the playoff teams and especially to Chuck Lucas for his 4th straight championship.

The draft weekend was a busy one for the Gamblers.  We had a lot of talk that resulted in a few near misses as far as trades went.  But we did manage to make one deal which resulted in us getting the first pick in the draft.  I have to admit I was really torn as to what to do with this pick.  We really, really liked Miguel Cabrera and probably would have taken him 9 out of 10 times.  But I felt it was in our best interest at this time to focus on building a pitching staff.  I really, really, really liked Brandon Webb as well.  So on draft day we decided to go that way.  With the 3rd pick in the draft we went for pitching again selecting Dontrell Willis.  Once again we were in need of somebody to backup at catcher so we were forced to take Josh Bard.  We don’t really expect much from Josh other to go out there fill a spot.  With our last pick we were leaning towards bullpen since we are pretty thin there this season.  But Scot Podsednick was still out there we liked him as well.  We really needed some speed in our lineup along with another outfielder that could get on base so we went with Podsednick.  Overall I’m pleased with our draft.

The season began against the Bombers.  Mike and his boys took 4 of 6.  Next up we faced the T-Chix.  I don’t think there’s a team in the league right now that Tom Nelshoppen wants to beat more.  We split the series to up the record to 5-7.  Then the Bammbeanos came a calling.  After the Gamblers took the 1st two the Bamm’s won the last four to take the series 4-2.  Next was the “Plate Series” with the Rocketfire.  The Gambler offense came to life (as it always seems to do against these guys) scoring 36 runs in the 6 games and a sweep of the series to up the record to 13-11.  We finished the weekend against the Upperdeckers with a split.  The Gamblers ended the weekend at 16-14.

It was great to see everybody once again and I’m already looking forward to May.  See you then!

Later,

Todd

Northside          Hitmen
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Colona     Upperdeckers
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Chicago     Champions
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5

0

3.68

Bell, R. *

5

0

0

19 1/3

21

9

8

5

10

1

0

0

0

3.72

Maddux, G.

6

6

1

38

36

18

18

2

21

2

1

0

0

4.26

Myers, B.

6

6

0

33 2/3

37

21

20

13

29

1

2

0

0

5.35

Buehrle, M.

6

6

1

36

35

25

25

14

24

1

5

0

0

6.25

Bonderman, J. *

8

3

0

20

26

14

14

9

11

0

2

0

0

6.30

Washburn, J. *

9

7

0

45

57

32

32

16

42

3

3

1

0

6.40

Saarloos, K. *

13

0

0

18 1/3

33

19

19

10

19

2

1

0

0

9.33

Burnett, A.J.

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

#####

Totals

30

30

3

264

273

160

155

95

213

13

17

6

0

5.28


Aurora     Gamblers

[image: image19.wmf]Player
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R

H
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Bell, D.

3

4

0

2

0

0

0

2

2

0

0

0

.500

.500

.667

Grudzielanek,M.

15

51

4

22

8

0

1

10

1

5

1

3

.431

.647

.473

Kielty, B.

15

14

3

5

2

0

1

3

2

2

0

0

.357

.714

.438

Biggio, C.

20

52

11

18

6

0

1

8

6

5

3

2

.346

.519

.433

Ordonez, M.

30

118

20

36

4

0

4

18

14

10

2

0

.305

.441

.379

Sweeney, M.

13

49

4

14

5

0

1

6

2

7

0

0

.286

.449

.314

Chavez, E.

29

115

17

29

7

2

5

21

9

19

3

0

.252

.478

.306

Martinez, T.

21

64

7

16

10

0

1

6

5

5

0

4

.250

.453

.342

Podsednik, S.

28

126

15

31

5

3

3

9

6

26

9

0

.246

.405

.280

Walker, L.

22

71

11

16

4

0

2

8

15

12

0

5

.225

.366

.396

Jeter, D.

10

37

4

8

1

0

0

2

4

9

1

2

.216

.243

.326

Durham, R.

21

65

8

14

4

1

2

5

7

11

1

0

.215

.400

.292

Larkin, B.

22

75

7

13

5

1

0

6

9

7

2

1

.173

.267

.271

Bard, J.

8

29

2

4

0

0

1

3

1

3

0

0

.138

.241

.167

Johnson, C.

24

74

8

10

3

0

4

9

11

19

0

0

.135

.338

.247

Long, T.

3

3

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

2

0

0

.000

.000

.000

Pitchers

30

74

7

9

0

0

0

3

3

38

0

0

.122

.122

.156

Totals

30

1021

128

247

64

7

26

119

97

180

22

17

.242

.395

.318
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Sauerbeck, S.

5

0

0

4 2/3

1

0

0

1

1

1

0

1

0

0.00

Moss, D.

5

5

2

37 1/3

22

10

10

17

18

5

0

0

1

2.41

Baez, D.

10

0

0

10 1/3

9

3

3

6

6

1

1

0

0

2.61

Webb, B.

5

5

1

37

26

16

11

14

33

1

2

0

1

2.68

Rivera, M.

10

0

0

11

9

4

4

2

11

2

0

7

0

3.27

Reynolds, S. *

7

2

0

29

31

17

15

12

16

1

1

0

0

4.66

Willis, D.

5

5

0

32 2/3

29

22

18

10

18

0

3

0

0

4.96

Sabathia, C.C.

5

5

1

28 2/3

32

19

16

7

19

3

2

0

1

5.02

Lopez, R. *

11

8

3

68 1/3

99

46

43

19

39

1

5

1

1

5.66

Acevedo, J. *

7

0

0

8 1/3

12

7

7

6

9

1

0

0

0

7.55

Totals

30

30

7

267 1/3

270

144

127

94

170

16

14

9

4

4.28


Green  Rock     Bombers

[image: image21.wmf]Player

G

AB

R

H
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3B

HR

RBI

BB

SO
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OBP

Drew, J.D.

18

57

12

21

5

0

0

7

4

11

1

0

.368

.456

.410

Edmonds, J.

24

85

25

28

6

1

13

30

14

21

2

0

.329

.882

.424

Hammock, R.

10

37

3

12

1

1

0

3

1

13

0

1

.324

.405

.359

Jordan, B.

17

62

11

20

5

0

1

12

7

9

0

0

.323

.452

.391

Piazza, M.

11

38

5

12

2

0

1

2

4

8

0

0

.316

.447

.381

Lopez, F.

8

19

6

6

0

0

0

0

7

5

1

0

.316

.316

.500

Guillen, J.

24

94

19

28

4

0

10

21

7

23

0

4

.298

.660

.371

Sexson, R.

30

106

20

30

5

1

10

29

18

30

0

2

.283

.632

.397

Soriano, A.

30

122

23

34

4

7

5

21

11

23

3

3

.279

.549

.353

Crede, J.

11

18

2

5

0

0

2

4

0

3

0

0

.278

.611

.278

Cordero, W.

17

16

2

4

1

0

2

3

1

4

0

0

.250

.688

.294

Renteria, E.

26

106

17

26

11

0

0

3

7

19

3

0

.245

.349

.292

Castilla, V.

28

105

13

23

5

0

6

11

8

14

0

1

.219

.438

.281

Salmon, T.

19

62

5

13

5

0

1

5

6

13

0

2

.210

.339

.300

Gil, G.

9

28

3

4

0

0

2

4

2

6

0

1

.143

.357

.226

Pitchers

30

85

5

12

4

0

1

4

0

26

0

0

.141

.224

.141

Totals

30

1040

171

278

58

10

54

159

97

228

10

14

.267

.498

.338
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Marquis, J. *

6

0

0

12 1/3

8

4

0

5

6

1

0

2

0

0.00

Ponson, S.

5

5

2

40

26

13

10

16

22

2

2

0

0

2.25

Williams, J.

5

5

1

32

23

12

12

12

34

3

0

0

0

3.38

Crudale, M.

5

0

0

2 2/3

3

1

1

1

2

0

0

1

0

3.38

Zambrano. C.

6

6

3

45

37

18

18

11

37

3

2

0

0

3.60

Veres, D.

2

0

0

2 1/3

2

1

1

0

3

0

0

0

0

3.86

Hernandez, L.

6

6

1

44

40

23

21

5

27

4

1

0

0

4.30

Prior, M.

5

5

1

32 1/3

24

19

16

9

35

4

1

0

0

4.45

Fogg, J. *

5

3

1

33

36

18

18

8

17

2

0

0

0

4.91

Tam, J. *

12

0

0

15 1/3

27

13

10

4

5

0

1

0

0

5.87

Ayala, L.

8

0

0

11

14

9

9

5

6

0

4

4

0

7.36

Totals

30

30

9

270

240

131

116

76

194

19

11

7

0

3.87


Rising     Bamm  Beano’s

[image: image23.wmf]Player

G

AB

R

H

2B

3B
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AVG

SLG

OBP

Phelps, J.

10

16

1

5

0

0

1

4

0

2

0

0

.313

.500

.313

Rolen, S.

29

105

21

31

8

0

9

26

14

24

0

0

.295

.629

.378

Kendall, J.

26

91

10

25

1

1

0

5

6

12

1

7

.275

.308

.365

Anderson, G.

29

121

13

31

7

1

3

18

2

17

2

1

.256

.405

.274

Rivas, L.

21

67

6

17

1

2

1

9

5

3

4

0

.254

.373

.306

Teixeira, M.

21

65

7

16

3

0

1

5

10

16

0

1

.246

.338

.355

Wilkerson, B.

27

107

18

26

10

2

3

9

14

30

1

0

.243

.458

.331

Encarnacion, J.

23

47

9

11

4

0

1

8

4

5

1

0

.234

.383

.294

Garciaparra, N.

30

131

16

30

5

2

3

21

5

13

7

0

.229

.366

.257

Cairo, M.

21

36

4

8

2

0

0

3

3

9

0

1

.222

.278

.300

Klesko, R.

25

64

11

14

4

0

2

5

14

12

1

2

.219

.375

.375

Wilson, C.

13

24

3

5

1

0

2

5

1

8

0

2

.208

.500

.296

Giles, B.

22

76

6

12

2

1

0

3

15

13

0

0

.158

.211

.297

Pitchers

31

73

4

8

0

0

0

3

4

35

0

0

.110

.110

.156

Totals

30

1023

129

239

48

9

26

124

97

199

17

14

.234

.374

.309


[image: image24.wmf]Pitcher

G

GS

CG

IP

H

R

ER

BB

SO

W

L

Sv

Sho

ERA

Plesac, D.

5

0

0

1 2/3

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

0

0

0.00

Rincon, J.

6

0

0

9

7

5

1

4

8

2

1

0

0

1.00

Halama, J.

2

2

1

15

11

3

3

3

10

1

0

0

1

1.80

Lopez, A.

9

0

0

9 1/3

5

3

2

6

6

0

1

0

0

1.93

Mulder, M.

6

6

1

43 1/3

26

11

10

17

35

4

2

0

1

2.08

Herges, M.

7

0

0

11 2/3

9

4

4

7

8

0

1

4

0

3.09

Moyer, J.

6

6

1

41

38

18

17

9

33

1

3

0

1

3.73

Tavarez, J.

6

0

0

10

7

6

5

5

9

1

0

0

0

4.50

Matthews, M.

5

0

0

4

2

2

2

1

6

0

0

0

0

4.50

Ortiz, R.

5

5

0

29

30

18

16

8

18

1

2

0

0

4.97

Duckworth, B. *

8

6

3

50 2/3

63

36

35

25

46

2

3

0

0

6.22

Appier, K. *

5

3

0

27

39

20

20

10

18

0

2

0

0

6.67

Fossum, C. *

3

2

1

17

24

15

15

4

13

0

2

0

0

7.94

Totals

30

30

7

268 2/3

261

141

130

99

210

13

17

4

3

4.35


Chicago     Highlanders

[image: image25.wmf]Player
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H
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OBP

Rodriguez, I.

28

102

13

29

11

1

4

12

12

17

1

0

.284

.529

.360

Tejada, M.

30

107

19

30

12

0

7

16

9

14

1

2

.280

.589

.347

Damon, J.

24

32

6

8

0

1

1

4

2

6

0

0

.250

.406

.294

Hammonds, J.

5

8

1

2

1

0

0

1

0

2

0

0

.250

.375

.250

Giles, M.

30

113

16

28

12

1

1

15

5

21

0

5

.248

.398

.309

Wells, V.

30

119

14

28

8

3

4

16

10

19

0

1

.235

.454

.300

Sanders, R.

29

106

14

24

9

1

6

15

6

27

3

1

.226

.500

.274

Ellis, M.

6

9

2

2

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

.222

.222

.222

Beltre, A.

8

19

0

4

1

0

0

5

1

1

0

0

.211

.263

.250

Hall, T.

3

10

0

2

1

0

0

3

0

0

0

0

.200

.300

.200

Palmeiro, R.

29

112

8

18

3

1

2

7

14

25

0

0

.161

.259

.254

Alfonzo, E.

26

82

13

13

0

0

6

13

10

8

1

1

.159

.378

.258

Sheffield, G.

30

110

14

17

3

0

3

11

18

15

2

0

.155

.264

.273

Durazo, E.

16

17

1

2

2

0

0

1

4

4

0

0

.118

.235

.286

Grieve, B.

2

2

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

0

.000

.000

.000

Pitchers

30

60

4

7

1

0

0

2

0

19

0

0

.117

.133

.117

Totals

30

1008

125

214

64

8

34

121

91

179

8

10

.212

.393

.284
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King, R.

8

0

0

9 1/3

5

0

0

0

7

1

0

0

0

0.00

Urbina, U.

10

0

0

12

7

2

2

5

10

1

0

1

0

1.50

Soriano, R.

8

0

0

13

6

3

3

3

14

2

1

2

0

2.08

Hudson, T.

7

7

0

49

28

24

19

13

35

1

6

0

0

3.49

Colon, B.

6

6

0

39 1/3

36

16

16

21

23

2

1

0

0

3.66

Oswalt, R.

5

5

0

32

22

18

15

12

25

3

2

0

0

4.22

Colome, J.

12

0

0

24 2/3

23

16

12

12

17

0

0

2

0

4.38

Hasegawa, S.

9

0

0

12

9

8

8

4

3

0

1

5

0

6.00

Loaiza, E.

5

5

0

32

35

24

23

10

28

2

3

0

0

6.47

Clemens, R.

6

6

0

29

32

23

22

6

27

1

3

0

0

6.83

Burkett, J. *

6

1

0

15 1/3

25

13

12

1

8

0

0

1

0

7.04

Totals

30

30

0

267 2/3

228

147

132

87

197

13

17

11

0

4.44


Twin  Cities     Thunderchickens

[image: image27.wmf]Player
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Pujols, A.

30

112

27

44

15

0

8

31

12

6

1

3

.393

.741

.465

Gerut, J.

16

18

4

7

2

0

2

4

2

3

0

0

.389

.833

.450

Diaz, E.

10

23

2

7

0

0

1

2

1

4

1

1

.304

.435

.360

Koskie, C.

23

89

22

27

5

2

4

13

19

29

1

0

.303

.539

.426

Gonzalez, L.

30

114

23

32

9

0

4

18

14

24

0

0

.281

.465

.359

Kearns, A.

17

18

4

5

1

0

2

7

0

1

0

0

.278

.667

.278

Gonzalez, J.

11

38

4

10

2

1

0

5

1

9

0

0

.263

.368

.282

Varitek, J.

25

94

20

24

2

0

9

24

7

19

0

1

.255

.564

.314

Valentin, J.

22

83

15

21

5

0

4

10

7

16

4

0

.253

.458

.311

Lee, T.

23

73

9

18

5

0

3

12

8

15

0

0

.247

.438

.321
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M. P.      Rocket-Fire
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Catcher's Throwing Chart

Use this chart when Hitting and Running and the play result is a 13 and the

runner on first has a first column 11.  Roll one dice and cunsult the following chart.

	Dice
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher

	Roll
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	1
	Safe
	Out
	Out
	Out
	Out

	2
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out
	Out

	3
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out

	4
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out

	5
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe

	6
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe


Use this chart when Hitting and Running and the play result is a 14.  The runner on First

Must have a first column 10 or 11.  With both first base and third base occupied the runner

On first must have a first column 11.  Roll one dice and consult the following chart.

	Dice
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher

	Roll
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	1
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out
	Out

	2
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out

	3
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out

	4
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe

	5
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe

	6
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe


UNUSUAL     PLAY     CARD

11-38          31-37          51-36

12-39          32-39          52-39
13-37          33-38          53-37
14-39          34-39          54-39
15-36          35-36          55-36
16-40          36-40          56-40
21-41          41-41          64-41
22-36          42-40          62-37
23-23          43-23          63-23
24-40          44-36          64-40
25-36          45-37          65-40
26-40          46-40          66-38

ERROR          CARD

11-20          31-18          51-18
12-21          32-16          52-21
13-17          33-20          53-17
14-19          34-15          54-15
15-20          35-18          55-20
16-19          36-18          56-19
21-15          41-21          61-18
22-20          42-18          62-18
23-17          43-16          63-16
24-15          44-20          64-18
25-20          45-17          65-21
26-16          46-19          66-20
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